
    Issue: Manatee County Schools is NOT supporting 
      Charter Schools with your 1/2 penny sales tax. 

“It’s frustrating to watch my tax dollars help other schools while my child is overlooked.”

"I check my receipt and I can’t help but ask: why am I paying for improvements my kid will never see?

In 2024, Manatee County School District has collected
over $53 million in sales tax dollars intended to benefit

 ALL public school students. Yet, while traditional public
school students receive more than $1,200 each, 

Charter School students receive absolutely nothing. 

 “the money should follow the child”

Charter School Students
represent 20.9% of

Manatee County Schools.



Manatee County Schools Sales Tax Surcharge Timeline

2002 →  1/2 Cent Sales Tax on Ballot - Approved

2016 → District Requests Charter Support for Sales Tax Renewal - Passes

2020 → State Law Requires Charters to Receive Sales Tax Proportionally

2017 - 2023 → District Shares a "Portion" of Sales Tax - 1/3 of required

August 2023 → District stops providing any Sales Tax dollars to Charter Schools

2023 - 2025 → Charters Urge School Board to Restore Sales Tax Funding

Today → Charters Demand Fair Representation in Sales Tax Distribution
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What is the solution for Charter School families?

 “the money should follow the child”

We urge the Manatee County School Board to 
distribute the withheld 2024-25 funds to Charter Schools.
ensure future budget allocations include Charter Schools.
enforce measures to prevent further discrepancies.

Visit MCcharters.net to learn more and sign our petition!


